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While committing herself to helping others in 

rural and urban America, Bishop Massey also 
kept focused on her studies. At Trinity College 
in Springfield, IL, Bishop Massey earned her 
Doctorate degree. In 1976, Bishop Massey 
was appointed presiding Bishop over New Jer-
sey and Ohio. Her passion for spirituality, 
faith, history and community has not faltered 
with the passing years. Rather, her devotion 
has grown stronger. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Bishop Bertha 
Mable Massey—a remarkable woman, leader, 
and spiritual guide. Bishop Massey’s work and 
service continues to give hope, faith, wisdom 
and comfort to countless individuals and fami-
lies, and serves to uplift our entire Cleveland 
community. Together we wish Bishop Bertha 
Mable Massey a wonderful 106th Birthday, 
and many more to come.
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Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate Mary Harris, who re-
cently retired from Greater Boston Catholic 
Charities. In her 31 years of service Ms. Harris 
worked tirelessly to better the lives of those 
around her. 

During her tenure at Catholic Charities, Ms. 
Harris worked with children in day care, foster 
care and adoption. She also worked with fami-
lies wishing to adopt and families interested in 
foster care. For the past 12 years she served 
as the Director of the Eastern Middlesex 
County Foster Grandparent Program. This 
program has a multitude of benefits for both 
seniors and children. Seniors volunteer in 
schools and daycare centers, help with fund-
raisers, promote the Foster Grandparent Pro-
gram, and learn about children from a variety 
of educators. Seniors also gain the knowledge 
that they are needed and can make a dif-
ference in the lives of children. The children 
get the privilege of having more people in their 
lives who care about them and are exposed to 
different perspectives and wisdom. 

Ms. Harris has not only administered the 
program, but also shown the participants how 
much she values them. She makes sure that 
ill Foster Grandparents are taken care of, 
helping however she can. She often helps with 
shopping and getting medications. 

Running the Foster Grandparent Program is 
not all Ms. Harris does for her community. She 
also manages the St. Gerard Thrift Store in 
Somerville and worked to make the holiday 
season more pleasant for families in need. 
She worked with the Christ Child Society to 
purchase over 100 jackets for children. She 
also helped to put together food baskets for 
needy families and distributed Christmas toys. 

A lifelong resident of Cambridge and Som-
erville, Mary Harris is a true credit to her com-
munity and to the 8th District. Her work has 
improved the lives of both young and old. Her 
dedication is worthy of praise and her works of 
heartfelt appreciation. People like Ms. Harris 
are examples to others and proof that one 

person can make a difference. I wish her a re-
laxing and fulfilling retirement.
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to pay special tribute to 
an outstanding lady from Ohio. Barbara 
Blackford was born in Crawford County and 
has lived there all her life. She was raised on 
a farm in Liberty Township and graduated 
from Sulphur Springs High School. 

Barbara worked in the accounting depart-
ment of the Shelby Depot, at the Bucyrus 
Telegraph Forum, and at the Crawford County 
Board of Elections before becoming a county 
commissioner. 

As a county commissioner, Barb served on 
the CCAO Legislation Committee and the Ag 
and Rural Affairs Committee. Locally, Barb 
represented the commissioners on the Re-
gional Planning Commission, the Erie Basin 
Resources Conservation & Development Com-
mittee, the Community Improvement Corpora-
tion, was an alternate for issue 11, served on 
the Personnel Committee, the Microfilm Board, 
and was on the MARC Board of Governors. 

Barbara did an outstanding job as a 
Crawford Community Commissioner. She has 
always enjoyed the small town atmosphere 
and has always respected and appreciated 
working with the people of Crawford County. 
Barbara practiced an opendoor policy and be-
lieved that local government should always be 
there to serve and to keep the best interests 
of its constituency in mind. Barbara Blackford 
did just that. 

Barbara is a devoted mother of four children 
and the proud grandmother of six grand-
children. She and her husband, Lloyd, attend 
the St. Paul Lutheran Church in North Robin-
son, Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker, Barbara Blackford will leave 
big shoes to fill as she leaves her post as 
Crawford County Commissioner. Her wisdom, 
honesty and forthrightness are attributes to 
which all public servants should aspire. She 
has set an example for everyone on how to 
live a life of service, putting the greater inter-
ests of the community before one’s own. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying special tribute to Barbara Blackford. 
Our communities are served well by having 
such honorable and giving citizens, like Bar-
bara, who care about their well being and sta-
bility. We wish Barbara, her husband, Lloyd, 
and their family all the best as we pay tribute 
to one of our State’s finest citizens.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Joe Warner, who trag-

ically passed away in a plane crash shortly 
after takeoff from Central Illinois Regional Air-
port on July 22. 

Many of our Nation’s greatest servants have 
never been elected to public office. They si-
lently and humbly transform communities out 
of the kindness of their hearts, selfless gen-
erosity, and a dedication to improving the wel-
fare of loved ones and those whom he had 
never met. Joe Warner was one of these serv-
ants, and serves as an inspiration to us all. 

Joe Warner was born on July 3, 1942, in 
DeKalb, IL, to Paul and Doris Walkey Warner. 
He attended Northern Illinois University, and 
then received his MBA from the University of 
Illinois. Mr. Warner went on to become presi-
dent and chief executive officer of Heritage 
Enterprises, a long term care corporation, 
which is located in Bloomington, IL. 

The frail elderly of Illinois have benefited 
greatly from the leadership and dedication of 
Joe Warner. Whether it was in his capacity as 
president and chief executive officer of Herit-
age Enterprises, or president of the Illinois 
Health Care Association, Mr. Warner tirelessly 
advocated on behalf of Illinois’ seniors to en-
sure they were afforded the highest quality of 
care. He considered anything less as unac-
ceptable, because his residents were our fa-
thers, mothers, wives, and husbands. 

Joe Warner’s generosity was not limited to 
the elderly. Illinois’ youth have also lost a 
friend. Prior to his passing, he had taken on 
the role of planner and fundraiser for the $3 
million Challenger Learning Center, which will 
be an educational site for children to learn 
more about math and science. Memorial con-
tributions are being made to the learning cen-
ter, to ensure that Mr. Warner’s vision is real-
ized. 

The towns of Normal and Bloomington are 
better places to work and live because of Joe 
Warner. In 1987 he conducted a $2 million 
renovation in Bloomington which served as a 
catalyst in the town’s revitalization program. In 
addition, he served on Normal’s 2025 Com-
mittee, which planned for the city’s future, as 
well as its Downtown Advisory Commission. 

Joe Warner was involved in scores of orga-
nizations, and knew the importance of invest-
ment in his community. Mr. Warner was the 
dedicated head of the McLean County GOP 
for ten years. He served his country in the 
army. He was on the legislative committee of 
the board of directors of the Illinois State Uni-
versity Foundation. He was the past-president 
of the Redbird Education and Scholarship 
Fund at Illinois State University, past-chairman 
of the McLean County American Heart Asso-
ciation, past-director of the Bloomington Occu-
pational Development Center, past-director of 
the United Campus Christian Church Founda-
tion; past ruling elder of the First United Pres-
byterian Church, past director of the Illinois 
Wesleyan University Association, and past di-
rector of the Illinois Restaurant Association. 

Along with his cherished wife, Rose Stadel, 
Joe Warner was a loving and devoted father 
to his children Jeff, and Jennifer. His son is a 
pilot and introduced him to flying, which be-
came his passion. 

The memory of Joe Warner will continue 
through his numerous contributions to his 
community. On July 22, Illinois lost a re-
spected and admired friend. He will be 
missed. On behalf of my colleagues, I salute 
the rich legacy and the spirit of Joe Warner.
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